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CARTER’S GOOSE CREEK TRACT 
 

By Wynne C. Saffer and Lori Hinterleiter Kimball 
 

Introduction:  This article is the first in a series about the 

properties and people of the Goose Creek Tract and Oatlands, 
both free and enslaved, associated with the land. We begin with 
this text because understanding Loudoun is as much about the 
land as it is about the residents. 

 
As visitors drive on Route 15 north from Route 50 and 

Gilbert’s Corner to Leesburg, they should realize that the  
surrounding land of rolling fields was once home to our country’s 
fifth president, James Monroe, (known as Oak Hill) and by 1850 
the largest enslaver in Loudoun County, Elizabeth O. Carter. The 
historic buildings at Monroe’s Oak Hill and Carter’s Oatlands were 
constructed in the late 1700s through the late 1800s, but the land 
has an earlier connection.  It was also within a large land grant 
from Thomas, 6th Lord Fairfax, to Robert Carter Jr. of 
Westmoreland County on March 30, 1727.  The grant contained 
by survey 11,375 acres located on Goose Creek in Stafford 
County and would be referred to as Robert Carter’s Goose Creek 
Tract.  Robert Carter Jr. was the son of Robert “King” Carter, who 
was the wealthiest man in Virginia at the time of his death in 1732. 

Oak Hill, Courtesy LRoeder 
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The approximate boundaries of the Goose Creek Tract 

were present day Gap Road; the old alignment of Woods Road to 
Evergreen Mill Road; the intersection at Goose Creek of 
Evergreen Mill Road and Watson Road to Route 50; northwest 
past Gilbert’s Corner to Goose Creek and north to Mount Gilead 
then east to Mountain Gap and Gap Road.”1 Other than 
references to Goose Creek and Mr. Lasswell’s spring branch, the 
survey does not provide many details of the property, except that 
it was covered by many trees – red oaks, white oaks, poplars, 
beaches, and hickories.  At the time of the land grant, the present 
Loudoun County was part of Stafford County.  Prince William 
County would be formed in 1731 from Stafford and would contain 
the present area encompassing Fairfax, Fauquier, Loudoun, and 
Prince William Counties.   
 

The key to early settlement was the waterways, rivers and 
streams, especially those branches with sufficient water to support 
boats.  Roads in the northwest frontier of Virginia, which was part 
of the Northern Neck proprietary of Lord Fairfax, were little more 
than paths traveled best by foot or on horseback. Wagons, carts, 
and other wheeled transportation had very little success in 
traveling long distances through the wilderness.  By 1742, the 
population of the area had sufficiently increased to justify a new 
county, which was named Fairfax in honor of Lord Fairfax and 
included all of present Loudoun and Fairfax counties.  The access 
within the Goose Creek tract to Goose Creek and Little River 
allowed Robert Carter to subdivide his property and issue leases 
to farmers.  Seventeen leases were recorded at the Fairfax 
County courthouse in 1755 by Robert Carter III, known as 
Councillor, who was four years-old when he inherited enslaved 
people and vast amounts of property at the death of his father in 
1732.  The leases ranged in size from seventy acres to three 
hundred sixty acres, and they totaled three thousand three 
hundred fifty-seven acres.2  Obviously, this was a very small 
portion of the nearly twelve thousand acres within Carter III’s land 
grant.  The lessees more than likely were growing tobacco, the 
primary cash crop of Virginia in the mid eighteenth century, on 
their leased lands and needed access to either Goose Creek or 
Little River to move their production to market.  Much of Carter’s 
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land would have been either too wooded, too steep, or too far from 
water to offer the rich bottom land needed for the cultivation of 
tobacco. 

By 1765, the tithables3 for Loudoun County, which was 
formed in 1757 from Fairfax County, reveal that Robert Carter III 
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owned a total of 34,562 acres in Loudoun County.4  His land 
holdings included the Goose Creek Tract, the Frying Pan Tract, 
and a portion of the Bull Run Tract.5  However, Carter was living 
in Westmoreland County and had only an overseer and nine 
enslaved people to maintain his land in Loudoun.  The tithes were 
a head tax collected on free males and enslaved people, both 
male and female, 16 years of age or older.  The last tithable list 
for Loudoun in 1785 does not have the acreage owned by Robert 
Carter III, but the list shows an overseer and fourteen enslaved 
people.6  Beginning in 1782 land and personal property taxes were 
begun to support the local government.  The tithes which had 
been collected to support the Anglican Church were discontinued 
in 1785. 
 

The original Goose Creek tract was still intact until 1790, 
when Charles Carter of Fredericksburg, Carter III’s uncle, sold 
5,552 acres of the land to Cuthbert Bullitt of Prince William 
County.  Charles Carter had obtained a half interest in the Goose 
Creek Tract through a dispute over the distribution of Robert 
Carter, Jr’s estate.  From the description in the deed for Charles 
Carter’s share, it is obvious that the land was south of Goose 
Creek, being the lower portion of the original tract.7 
 

Robert “Councillor” Carter III died in 1804, and his half 
interest in the Goose Creek Tact was divided between his two 
sons, John Tasker Carter (b. 1772) and George Carter (b. 1777). 
Councillor had divided his real estate in 1790 into ten shares, and 
each of his children drew their inheritance by lot. George Carter 
drew lot no. 7, which was described as containing “a moiety of 
Goose Creek division 3,408 acres at $6.75 per acre in Loudoun 
County, also 1,000 acres of land at $6.75 per acre part of Bull Run 
tract including the six following tenements occupied by George 
King, John Hollcomb, Alexander Cleveland, Joseph Florence, 
Benjamin Hickson & William Hickson, also 130 acres adjoining 
thereto lying in Prince William County, also a tract of land lying on 
Difficult Run 330 acres at $6 per acre in Fairfax County.”  John 
Tasker Carter received lot no. 8 which “contains part of Goose 
Creek Tract 3,408 acres at $6.75 per acre which part adjoins Little 
River division (Little River division Robert Carter conveyed to 
Charles Carter) in Loudoun County, also a tract of land in Wolf 
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Run 902 acres at $5.50 per acre in Fairfax County, also a tract of 
land on Scotts’ Run 800 acres at $5 per acre in Fairfax County.”8 
 

Carter III’s ten surviving children inherited equal shares of 
real estate, including his daughters, but they did not inherit 
enslaved people. Over the course of Carter III’s life, he came to 
believe that slavery was wrong, and in 1791 filed an amazing 
document – The Deed of Gift – that gradually freed over 500 
enslaved people.  It is believed to be the largest private 
emancipation in our country’s history. 

 
With Carter III’s death, his heirs were quick to take 

advantage of their newly found real estate wealth.  John Tasker 
Carter and his father-in-law, George Fairfax Lee, sold 2,666 acres, 
all south of Goose Creek.9  George Carter sold 525 acres to 

Carter Family Chart 
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Edward Coe in 1805, lying between North Fork and Goose 
Creek.10  The Loudoun County tax records list ownership under 
Carter III through 1804.  However, most of Councillor Carter’s 
lands were leased.  Most of the leases were for 150 acres, but the 
listings do not distinguish between Carter’s Goose Creek tract and 
his other extensive land holdings in Loudoun.  Also, a portion of 
Fairfax County west of Difficult Run was included in Loudoun prior 
to 1795.  Therefore, it is impossible to reconcile the land tax 
records with the amount of land inherited by George and John 
Tasker Carter.   
 

By 1820 the land tax records listed George with 2,775 
acres of the original land grant.  The property was valued at 
$69,400 and included $25,000 for buildings.  George had named 
his estate in Loudoun County, “Oatlands.”  1820 was the first year 
that the land tax records gave a separate valuation for buildings.  
In addition, George had four other parcels totaling 228 acres 
which he purchased since 1804.11  By this time, there were 41 
people enslaved at Oatlands. Although George had not inherited 
enslaved people from his father, he began to purchase enslaved 
people soon after arriving in Loudoun in 1798.  
 

In 1822, George sold 408 acres to Walter Elgin.12  This 
land was located north of Goose Creek where Banshee Reeks is 
located today. Carter sold 225 acres to Jordan B. Luck on the west 
side of Elgin’s purchase in 1841.13  By 1846, George still owned 
2,142 acres from his original inheritance within the Goose Creek 
tract.  George died in 1846, leaving his estate to his widow 
Elizabeth O. Carter and his two sons, George Carter Jr. (b. 1838) 
and Benjamin Grayson Carter (b. 1839).  George Carter had 
married the widow of Joseph Lewis Jr. in 1835, Elizabeth Osborne 
Grayson Lewis.  Elizabeth was the daughter of Benjamin Grayson 
of Upperville, and she owned a large plantation, Bellefield, and 
smaller properties near Upperville.   
 

George Carter wrote his will in 1842 and made the 
following distribution of his land: He bequeathed to his beloved 
wife, Elizabeth O. Carter, the Oatlands estate; the land along 
Goose Creek with Carter’s large grist mill, other milling operations, 
and miller’s house; and large properties that were nearby.  
Elizabeth was given this portion of the Oatlands estate for her 
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lifetime with the provision that the property would pass to their son 
George Jr. at her death.  To his youngest son, Benjamin, George 
bequeathed land on the south side of Goose Creek. George’s will 
provided further, “all the rest and residue of my estate I give and 
bequeath to my beloved wife by her to be given to our dear little 
boys in such proportions as she may think proper.”  This last 
clause would cover Bellefield and the other farms adjacent to it, 
Palser Springs and Moreland containing about 950 acres in total.  
In addition to his land, George bequeathed over 68 enslaved 
people to his wife and sons.14   

 
The prosperous plantations and commercial enterprises 

that Elizabeth inherited were worked by enslaved labor. In 1850 
and 1860, the Federal Census included a Slave Schedule that 
listed the name of the enslaver and the age, sex, and color of the 
people they held in bondage. Elizabeth enslaved 85 people 
according to the 1850 Slave Schedule.  She was the largest 
enslaver in Loudoun County.  The same was true in 1860, on the 
eve of the Civil War, when the number of people held in bondage 
had increased to 133 men, women, and children, most of whom 
were at Oatlands.15 
 

 
After the War, 

many people who had 
once been enslaved at 
Oatlands worked on the 
farms of the Carters and 
nearby farmers. By the 
early 1880s, several men 
purchased land northeast 
of Oatlands and the 
village of Gleedsville was 
formed.  It was just 
outside the boundary of 
the original Goose Creek 
Tract.  The Carters 

eventually sold small parcels to two African American couples, 
Alfred and Eliza Allen and Charles and Lucinda Richardson.16  

 

Oatlands,  Courtesy LRoeder 
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Over a period of years, the Carters sold larger parcels out 
of their Oatlands and Bellefield plantations.  In 1870, Elizabeth 
sold 141 acres to John W. Gillespie, the farm manager at Oatlands   
The land was located next to the land sold to Jordan B. Luck in 
1841.17  A portion of the property was part of the original land grant 
and a portion purchased by her husband in 1824 from Edward 
Kelly.  By 1873, Mrs. Carter’s two sons had control of the lands 
which they had inherited from their father.  George Jr. was the 
owner of 1,477 ¼ acres in the Leesburg district.  Benjamin held 
33 ¼ acres on Catoctin mountain and 800 acres south of Goose 
Creek.18  George Jr. and his wife, Kate Powell, recorded a deed 
in 1875 establishing a trust with Arthur Herbert of Alexandria as 
trustee.  The property assigned to the trust included, “Oatlands 
with a large brick mansion house, a brick mill, miller’s house & 
many other buildings thereon standing, and containing fourteen 
hundred acres more or less.”19  George and Kate P. Carter sold 
three additional parcels in 1876.  Two of these were part of a 
purchase by George Carter in 1818 northeast of the land grant on 
Gleedsville Road.  The third sale was to John Mead of 375 acres 
north of Goose Creek along present Lime Kiln Road.20 

Benjamin G. Carter was sued by the company of Hough, 
Gray & Co. for debts which he had incurred in 1878.  His 
obligations would exceed the value of all his property, including 
the land inherited from his father plus additional land give him by 
his mother.  His brother, George, would also file suit against him 
to protect his mother’s property at Bellefield from Benjamin’s 
creditors.  Benjamin reported in one deposition that he was 
“houseless, homeless and penniless absolutely and entirely 
without even a change of clothing, or a loaf of bread.”21  Louis H. 
Powell was the special commissioner assigned by the Loudoun 
circuit court to sell Benjamin’s real estate.  Powell sold Utopia farm 
(420 acres) to Henry T. Harrison in 1880.  Powell sold Selkirk (364 
acres) to William Gaines and Anema (214 acres) to Robert W. 
Morris in 1883.  In 1894, John H. Alexander had replaced Powell 
as special commissioner, and he executed a deed for 244 acres 
to John H. Williams.  The only portion of the Goose Creek tract 
inherited by Benjamin, which was retained by the family, was 170 
acres south of Goose Creek which the special commissioner 
deeded to Susan F. Carter in 1880.22  Susan was Benjamin’s wife, 
and she had also filed suit against him.  Susan, by then a widow, 
finally disposed of her farm in 1909.  Elizabeth O. Carter was still 
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trying to help her son Benjamin with his financial problems when 
she wrote her will in 1880.  It contained the following language: “I, 
Elizabeth O. Carter, do give, devise and bequeath all my lands 
known as Bellefield, Moreland, Palser Springs, Ditchly, and 
Edgewood in Loudoun Co. Va., my house & lot in Upperville, and 
all my personal property of any kind & description…to the Sheriff 
of Loudoun County, Va. in trust for… my son Benjamin G. Carter 
for his maintenance & support free from any liability therefore to 
his creditors and not subject to any of his debts.”23  Mrs. Carter’s 
will was recorded in 1892, and all her land at Bellefield was sold 
by 1894. 
 

By 1882, George and Kate Carter’s land holdings at 
Oatlands had been reduced to 729 acres.24   Although their 
financial situation was not improving, the Carters were able to hold 
on to most of this acreage until 1897 when they had to sell the 
mansion and 60 acres to Stilson Hutchins.”25  Kate P. Carter died 
on September 15, 1903, and George sold 190 acres to William 
Corcoran & Edith Morton Eustis earlier that year.26  The Carter 
holdings from the original Goose Creek Tract had now been 
reduced to 469 acres.  George would continue to retain this land 
until his death on March 27, 1926.  The property would then pass 
to George and Kate’s three surviving children, George C. Carter, 
Grace Carter Beach, and Conrad P. Carter.  Edith Morton Eustis, 
now a widow, purchased 183 ¾ acres south of the mansion 
house, including Little Oatlands, from the Carter children in 
1927.27  The Carter children sold 141 acres to Herbert N. 
Kirkpatrick in 1939 and 2 acres to the heirs of Eliza Allen in 1939.  
The final sale of the original Goose Creek Tract by a descendant 
of Robert Carter, Jr. occurred on November 1939 with the transfer 
to Morton Corcoran Eustis of 220.53 acres, known as the 
“Mountain Farm,” from George C. Carter, widower.28 
 

The 11,375 acres of the Goose Creek Tract, first granted 
in 1727 to Robert Carter, Jr., had finally passed from ownership of 
his descendants by the end of 1939, over 212 years later.  Today 
much of this land west of Evergreen Mill and Watson Roads still 
retains its beautiful green fields, wooded hills, and meandering 
streams.  However, the ownership of the land is now held by many 
different people rather than one powerful Tidewater family.  
Oatlands, now a little over 400 acres, is a National Historic 
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Landmark owned by the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  
President Monroe’s home, Oak Hill, is privately owned. 
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