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THE COUNTY SCHOOL FAIR MOVEMENT 
  

By Larry Roeder, MS 

Introduction: 

 
This article explores the use of “County School Fairs” to stem 
national hunger by fostering better farmers out of country school 
students. The effort was based on thinking by both white and 
African-American scholars and had a direct impact on the public 
schools of Loudoun.  Across the commonwealth, the movement 
involved most white students and teachers from 1908 to 1921 and 
in some counties African Americans as well.  In Loudoun, white 
fairs ran from 1910 (the largest in the State of Virginia) to 1923,  
with Black fairs starting in 1921 and ending in 1923.  From these 
events were spun off specialized events in spelling, sports and 
other activities that will be explored in a forthcoming book. 
 

Records on white fairs were found in newspaper accounts 
and in files that had been lost in an “abandoned colored school” 
in Leesburg.   The abandoned school house material was the 
same source for African-American fairs; but most of the material 
for those events had been lost over time. 
 

The names of many children and schools that participated 
in the fairs are provided in order to encourage readers with deep 
ties in the county to search through their attics and cellars for lost 
awards, banners and other fair artifacts. Please help us fill the 
blanks for our forthcoming book. 
 

Finally, this study is a product of the Edwin Washington 
Project, an effort in partnership with the Loudoun County Public 
Schools to document the experiences of African-Americans 
students in our county during the period of segregation.  We do so 
by examining both white and African-American records in 
Loudoun and in archives in other counties and states, as well as 
by interviewing people who attended segregated schools.. 
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What Was the Movement About? 

 
Though now long forgotten,1 between 1910 and 1923 probably the 
largest annual social event in Loudoun County2 and one of the 
largest in the State since 1908 was the “county school fair,” a 
spectacle with roots in the efforts of Booker T. Washington, 
Seaman Knapp and other educators to improve the production of 
white and African-American farmers.  They realized that American 
agriculture was not keeping up with demand.  Hunger was a real 
risk3 so county school fairs were designed as a unique approach 
to addressing a national security crisis.  Each state responded 
with their own forms of fairs; but in Virginia, the Federation of 
Women’s Clubs through the Lynchburg Women’s Club, developed 
the formal proposal to the Superintendent for Public Instruction 
during the winter of 1907-08.  The Superintendent said of the 
matter, that this mean “the dawning of a new era in our rural 
schools, for as a result, vocational training was introduced in the 
county school, with agriculture, horticulture, domestic science, 
poultry raising, manual training, art., etc.”4   

The fairs offered marches and exhibits of farm related 
skills, like carpentry and map making, as well as tests of academic 
achievement in oratorical prowess and drawing. There were also 
sports events.  All were based on a comprehensive manual 
published by the Virginia Department of Public Instruction.5  Some 
early county school fairs were held independently and others in 
conjunction with county agricultural fairs.6  In Loudoun, the effort 
involved nearly every white school student and teacher, an 
intensity that overwhelmed Loudoun’s system and probably had a 
similar impact in other towns and counties. Eventually Loudoun’s 
program evolved, merging into county agricultural fairs, 4H 
events, national oratorical competitions, health fairs and other 
smaller competitions right up to the end of segregation in 1968. 

When we started researching, everyone we met in 
Loudoun opined that African Americans could not have 
participated, since the fairs were surely whites-only; but a careful 
review of handwritten notes, official files and press reports show 
that wasn’t true.  African Americans participated in separate 
county school fairs in Loudoun in academic year AY 1921/22 - 
1923/24, when Virginia phased out the entire system.     They also 
participated in their own fairs in other counties, like Fairfax.  In 
Loudoun, white fairs included agricultural exhibits until 1921/22, 
when colored fairs were introduced.  From that point, neither had 
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major farm exhibits; however, colored fairs included competitions 
in “serving,” which was not a feature of white fairs. 

Beginnings: Food Security and the Purpose of Schools 
 

The advent of county school fairs marked a movement from the 
centuries old apprentice system of fathers and mothers passing 
on increasingly antiquated farming techniques to sons and 
daughters, into apprenticeships driven by expert-led 
demonstrations, experimentation, and market forces.  Because 
many farmers either refused or could not go to universities to learn 
new methods, or didn’t accept lectures brought to them, county 
school fairs became a fresh device to introduce modern farming 
methods to a new generation, like staking tomatoes, till then often 
left to grow along the soil, vulnerable to insects and disease. The 
fairs were also an expression of industrial education, in some 
ways a counterpoint to classical studies, which emphasized the 
study of Greek, Latin and ancient history.  Educators across 
America were also rethinking the purpose and curriculum of “rural 
schools” and to some, the classics seemed risky in a rural 
environment because they could introduce a youth to careers not 
found locally, and thus stimulate migration to cities or other states, 
depleting potential farm labor.  The county school fair system gave 
rural children an economically viable rationale to remain in place, 
to make a profit, as well as serve a national purpose – no need to 
move.   

“Boys and girls grow tired of school because it 
contains so little that is real, so little that 
concerns the vital things in life.”  J.H. Binford, 
Secretary, Cooperative Education Association of 
Virginia.7 
 
The debate over the relative qualities of classical vs 

industrial education8 persisted throughout the segregated era; but 
the classics were resilient in Loudoun.  For example, even though 
agriculture was taught at Round Hill High School as well as 
horticulture, and domestic science, students also studied Latin, 
ancient and medieval history, trigonometry and civics.9  Similar 
courses were also found at other white high schools like Lincoln 
from 1918 to 1928 and Aldie in AY 1919/20, the latter where the 
great Roman orator, historian and political figure Cicero was 
studied.10  However, by 1937, nearly a decade after the county 
school fair movement passed, Loudoun made a serious effort, at 
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least for a few years, to reduce the classics “… there is a sharp 
trend away from the classical or academic subjects such as Latin, 
Algebra and Geometry toward vocational subjects to prepare 
people for actual jobs.”11  We can see a hint of this for example in 
the choices of periodicals used by teachers like Sylvia Wright at 
the Conklin Colored School in AY 1922/23.  She subscribed to 
Farm Journal and Current Events.12 

From about 1920 back to Reconstruction, Blacks had only 
access to high school in the form of higher branch courses in the 
one room schoolhouses, but only in very limited form, such as 
practical science classes in Physiology13 .  A nascent high school 
program then began at the Training Center in the early 20’s, which 
by 1929 formed a portion of a year; but this was only for 
elementary school students.  

Today, public schools are understood as essential to 
society but in the 19th century and even the early 20th, the 
importance of rural schools was not always appreciated, and 
many children left early or didn’t attend at all in order to work family 
farms.  To enhance the public’s perception of their value, in 1912 
the US Bureau of Education formed a division for the “specific 
purpose of advancing the interest of the rural school and country 
life.”14   Two years prior in 1910, press accounts from neighboring 
Clarke County said of the new county school fair movement in 
particular that its “central idea is to connect school with the 
practical affairs of life.”  Put another way, the system intended to 
prepare girls to be wives and mothers while boys were trained to 
be successful farmers.15   This created a tension between 
educators who valued courses in philosophy, democracy, foreign 
languages, higher sciences, etc. and those wanting to focus on 
preparing students for employment in the trades most prevalent in 
their own neighborhood.  County School fairs favored the later by 
making school relevant to the soil. 

Whites-only county school fairs ended in Loudoun by 
1921.  Two years later, Superintendent of Loudoun’s schools 
Oscar Emerick, himself the beneficiary of a classical education as 
well having received training in the trade of surveying by the U.S. 
Army in the Philippines, wrote that “education should make it 
possible for each individual to be an intelligent participant in an 
everchanging society.  Education in the United States should 
enable…every individual to live creatively to the optimism of his 
capacity in a representative democracy.“16  Emerick’s 
commendable goal is followed today in Loudoun County Public 
Schools.  Students are trained to succeed in any field; but at the 
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start of the 20th century, Virginia was an agricultural society and 
farming was in trouble.  As put in 1912 by Thomas S. Settle, State 
Supervisor for Rural Elementary School of Virginia, (in charge of 
the fairs across the state), “the demonstration work done by the 
boy and girl gives them the opportunity for expression in every 
way – physically, mentally, morally, socially.”17  

At this point, it is valuable to remember that many 
Virginians once considered the one room schools as a sort of 
charity and before the public-school system started in 1870, local 
government school funds in Virginia focused on indigent whites.  
However, by offering a curriculum linking education to local needs, 
local populations saw schools as a necessity for everyone.  This 
idea of reorienting the public’s mind-set was reflected in a 1912 
regional conference in West Virginia intended to stimulate a 
movement for the betterment of country life. “religiously, 
educationally, and economically.”   Integral to the event’s 
philosophy18 which directly impacted Loudoun through a common 
strategy for local counties, was the view that traditional school 
were “out of correlation with rural life.”  Drawing on work by 
European governments, the organizers suggested that all 
common branches of learning be instructed with a vocational 
slant, making the rural school house a laboratory to develop 
productive rural life skills, vs the goal of a metropolitan curriculum, 
“no time for useless knowledge or marvels.” 

Of course, children often need incentives to do extra work, 
so over Thanksgiving, 1913, county school fair winners across the 
commonwealth competed in the annual state education 
conference in Lynchburg.  The winner received “a handsome 
school clock” from the Virginia Federation of Women’s Clubs.19  
Norfolk and Western Railroad also offered free transportation for 
participating exhibits.20  Smaller counties linked efforts, as in 
Williamsburg for peninsula locations.21  In other words, these 
events were strongly supported by the government and media, 
which turned them into hugely popular spectator events, with 
citizens of Loudoun and the surrounding counties arriving by train 
for evening programs.   

As noted, the intent of County School Fairs was to 
improve poor agricultural productivity derived from out-of-date 
techniques like single crop farming which bled the soil of nutrients.  
Between 1899 and 1909 “agricultural production in the United 
States increased only 10 percent, as compared with the preceding 
decade, while the population ... increased by 21 percent.“ 22  
Better approaches were needed to stave off national hunger.23  To 
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address this concern, special institutes at Tuskegee initially 
trained farmers on campus; but very few could afford the travel so 
the program’s impact was underwhelming. A more practical 
approach was to move the lessons to the farm through 
demonstration projects such as took place in Mississippi in 1906 
initiated by Dr. Seaman Asahel Knapp.24  Those efforts came to 
the attention of Dr. Hollis Burke Frissell, head of the Hampton 
Normal and Agricultural Institute, who then introduced Virginia 
Superintendent of Education Joseph Dupuy Eggleston II and the 
Virginia State Governor to Knapp.  Knapp’s theories were 
immediately accepted, with Eggleston calling them agricultural 
demonstration stations.25 To Eggleston, if the stations could 
induce white and Black farmers to use new techniques on their 
own land as a trial, they might be more apt to adopt them than 
being forced to see experiments on government facilities. 

Ever the inventor, George Washington Carver (one of 
America’s best known African-American scientists) proposed the 
Jessup Wagon,26 a moveable school to bring classes and 
literature to the farmers, which Tuskegee President Booker T. 
Washington advocated to avoid travel expenses.  Similar projects 
also existed in Texas in 1903 and 1904.  An African American 
farmer and Hampton graduate named John B. Pierce was then 
placed in charge of Farm Demonstration Projects for blacks and 
became the US Department of Agriculture’s second black 
demonstration agent on December 14, 1906.  The mobile school 
concept worked, starting in Gloucester County; but white farmers 
didn’t wish to be instructed by Blacks, so the program became 
segregated.  Unfortunately, even this program had problems, 
mainly using literature to teach new techniques at a time when 
Black and white farmers were heavily illiterate. 27  Blacks had a 
44% illiteracy rate in 1900.  The white illiteracy rate was better, but 
still as high as 10%28A related effort involved corn and tomato 
clubs for youths, going back to 1902 in Ohio, then was picked up 
by educators, with production contests forming a major part of 
school fairs.29  As Seaman Knapp put it in 1911, corn was picked 
as the main crop because it was sold throughout the United 
States.30  Everyone was familiar, making lessons easier to 
understand.  Boys were encouraged to rent an acre of ground, 
usually from their father, to raise corn under the direction of a 
Demonstrator. Prizes were then awarded by neighbors.  The 
project was going well in 1912 across the state with some boys 
raising 168 bushels per acre and the majority over 100 bushels 
per acre. In other words, several thousand boys were introduced 
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to modern farming per year, a success – especially if they stayed 
in that occupation.  The production levels were also historically 
high.  In 1912 Marius Malmgren of Hickory, Virginia, grew 209 
bushels of corn on one acre when national corn yields averaged 
only 45 bushels per acre.31   

Girl‘s tomato and canning clubs were also important, the 
only difference being that a tomato crop was done on a tenth of 
an acre.  The Farm Demonstrator taught how to work the crop, 
gather and in the case of tomatoes, can and/or market them.  A 
popular program, boys and girls efforts evolved into local  4-H 
Clubs,  “characterized as being community-centered, volunteer-
led, extension-staff supervised, research based, home and family 
oriented and privately funded.32  In fact, with the passage of the 
Smith-Lever Act of 1914 and the creation of Cooperative 
Extension System at USDA, 4H clubs became nationalized.  
Unfortunately, the club idea still had a weakness, recognized by 
Thomas Settle, Supervisor for Rural Elementary School of 
Virginia, in that they only attracted a relatively small clusters of 
children; but the Virginia Board of Education wanted “every 
country school child” to engage in agricultural or domestic work.   

The county school fair model was the answer to most 
problems, using pupils from one room schoolhouses and local 
high schools.  They could demonstrate exhibits on a single fair 
ground to a county-wide audience of intrigued local farmers, proud 
parents and friends.  In addition, because the fair convened the 
entire county population into one space, it could rally financial 
support for the public schools, often dependent on Patrons and 
other private contributions.  The fairs were self-supporting in fact, 
but they also were a tool to raise funds.  As late as 1940 in fact, 

Unnamed Black Farm Demonstration Agent. Courtesy, University of 
Virginia, Farm Demonstration Special Collection. 
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the African American community did this to fund the purchase of 
land for Douglass High School. This was needed since the white 
government refused to pay for the property.  Not only were school 
fairs of various types enlisted, so too were baby contests, field 
days, rallies, pageants and other activities.33 

Schedule of School Fairs in Loudoun 
 

# AY Date Location 

White    

1 1910/11 Nov 1234 1910 Leesburg 

2 1911/12 Nov 4, 1911 Leesburg 

3 1912/13 Nov 2, 1912 Leesburg 

4 1913/14 May 1 - 2 1914 Leesburg 

5 1914/15 April 29 - 30, 
1915 

Purcellville 

6 1915/16 May 4-5, 1916 Leesburg 

7 1916/17 May 3-4, 1917 Purcellville 

8 1917/18 TBD Prob April, 
1917 

TBD 

 1918/19 No records  

9 1919/20 April 30, May 1, 
1920 

Purcellville 

10 1920/21 May 5-7, 1921 Leesburg 

 1922/23 Doubtful Vote by white 
teachers institute 
taken in Sept 1922 
whether county wide 
sports event to be 
held.  No mention of 
fair35 

BLACK    

1 1921/22 Oct 27, 192136 Leesburg 

2 1922/23 Probably 
October 

 

3 1923/24 Unknown Only five schools 
participated. 

 

White Fairs: 
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In the interest of space, this article only summarizes information 
from a few white fairs in Loudoun; but more records will be 
included in our forthcoming book.  The fairs worked as follows.  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture appointed a farmer as State 
Demonstrator who traveled to the various counties and in 
coordination with the School Superintendents, as well as the 
Boards of Supervisors, since they handled taxation and 
governance, recommended appointment of a County 
Demonstrator, half of whose salary was paid by the Department.  
As of 1912, forty counties and 30,000 children across the state 
were participating, with Loudoun’s first fair taking place in 
November, 1910.37   Drawing on the club concept, the County 
Demonstrator induced farmers to cultivate small amounts of land 
with intensive techniques, showing by demonstration that a small 
farm could be both more fertile and profitable than contemporary 
farms. There was one Demonstrator for African Americans and 
one for whites.   

USDA also made an interesting film on this in 1938, with 
a focus on “Negro Farmers.”38 While it definitely showed the value 
of using modern techniques, in today’s terms, it was politically 
controversial in that it proposed that African-Americans really 
needed to stay on the soil, not seek prosperity in cities; but it 
needs to be noted that this philosophy failed because it butted up 
against one of the great movements of humanity in American 
history, sometimes known as the Great Migration, which took 
place mainly between 1916 and the end of segregation in the 
seventies.  Over six million African Americans moved from the 
rural south to the urban Middle West and East, places like 
Chicago, Baltimore and New York, escaping lynchings, the KKK, 
official segregation and finding other social and economic 
opportunities.39 
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Loudoun’s White Pupil Participation by AY (we don’t have 
statistics for 1919/20 and 1920/21. 

 

 

1000 School Children March at Loudoun County School Fair in 
1911 (AY 1910/11)40. 
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AY 1910/11: #1, Nov 12, 1910 
 
Loudoun’s first County School Fair was held in Leesburg, two 
years after Virginia’s first school fair in Rustburg, Campbell County 
on October 28, 1908.41   Newspaper accounts and records are 
minimal; but this fair was likely held November 12th to take 
advantage of the Fall harvest.  The 1911/12 fair was also held in 
November for the same reason.   So, Loudoun jumped on the train 
early on, at least for white school fairs.  Unfortunately, Loudoun’s 
first colored School Fair was not until October 1921 and the entire 
project seems to have died away by 1923/24, due to issues over 
workload for faculty and staff.42Press accounts suggest a very 
successful event, with a parade of over 1,000 students. 43  
Surprisingly, a breakdown of known statistics showed twice as 
many girls participated as boys.  Was it the case in other years?  
Records that could inform have not survived. 

 
 

AY 1910/11 Participation in School Fair and Clubs44 
School 
District 

Boys 
In 
corn 
clubs 

Boys in 
industrial 
or school 
fair work 

Girls in 
industrial 
or school 
fair work 

Pupils 
in 
Agri- 
culture 

Pupils in 
Domestic 
science 

Broad 
Run 

11 4 20 7  

Jefferson 7 4 17 15  

Leesburg 6 9 24   

Leesburg, 
Town of 

0  0   

Lovettsville 1 1 13 12  

Mercer 5 34 50   

Mt Gilead 19 15 19 40 17 

      

Totals 49 67 143 74 17 
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AY 1911/12: #2, Nov 4, 1911.   
 

Loudoun’s second annual county 
school fair45 was in Leesburg and 
attracted around 1000 students who 
gathered in the morning, with 
exercises beginning at 10:30.  
According to Settle, the fair was 
actually “the largest ever held in the 
state of Virginia.”46  By noon, students 
from nearly every school filled the 
city, wearing their colors.  Both 
graded schools and high schools 
participated, the latter being 
Leesburg, Ashburn Lincoln, Round 
Hill and Waterford.  Lincoln was the 
oldest public high school, formed in 

1910.  Governor Westmoreland Davis, a staunch supporter of 
education, and whose foundation later contributed to African 
American schools in Loudoun, addressed the Boy’s Corn Club. It’s 
no surprise therefore that the County Demonstrator made the 
awards, which were presented in the County Court House yard.  
In addition, an arithmetic competition was held at Leesburg High 
school from 10am to noon and at 11am the fair was officially 
opened at the Leesburg Opera House, staying open for the rest of 
the day so that guests could view 1200 exhibits.   

The parade of students and teachers formed after lunch, led 
by the Taylorstown Brass Band and “marched around the principal 
streets of the town.”  Major S.B. Paxton, a member of the school 
board and Parade Marshall led on a white horse, following which 
a spelling bee was held in the Court House, with so many people 
attending that they could not fit in the building. 

To understand the scope and complexity of the fairs in 
general, here is a list of awards provided in 1911.  Prizes varied 
from year to year but were similar.  Our hope is that readers of this 
article with descendants from Loudoun will examine their old 
chests for tickets and other fair material.  We also have similar 
lists for other fairs. 
  

Drawing of North Fork School 
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• Free Hand Drawing:  – First: Townsend Heaton.  Second: 
Mary Pleasant, Leesburg 

• Best Drawing of a School House:  First: Louise Daisy of 
Lincoln. 2nd Constance Welch of Lincoln. 3rd Mary Brown of 
Lincoln.   We believe we recently saw one of the submissions 
for this or a subsequent year, depicting North Fork School. 

• Best Letter of Application for Position. Offered by Loudoun 
National Bank.  1st Malcolm Johnson of Leesburg.  2nd Byron 
Rest of Lincoln and 3rd was John Davidson of Lincoln. 

• Best Letter of Friendship for girls. This was offered by V.T. 
Bly. 1st Helen Shumate of Lincoln.  2nd., Margaret Rust of 
Lincoln.  3rd Edna Thompson of Sterling. 

• Best Relief Map of Loudoun County: Readers are asked to 
see if these maps have survived, as they will likely enrich our 
understanding of our county’s history, since they might show 
road routes, names of property owners, locations of schools, 
etc.  1st Mary Pleasants of Leesburg. 2nd offered by Jackson 
and Pleasants and won by William Ferguson of Leesburg.  3rd  
was won by  Sidney Nichols of Middleburg. 

• Arithmetic:  Prizes offered by E.B. White.  1st William 
Ferguson (location unknown), 2nd Russel Buck of Lovettsville. 
3rd Howard Welch of Lincoln, 4th Thomas McGavack of 
Waterford. 

• Best Desk Made by a Boy: Prizes were offered by Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Page Lughlin.  1st, Thomas Carrathers of Purcellville. 
2nd William Fling of Waterford. 3rd Herbert Wertman of 
Ashburn. 

• Best Writing Table Made by a Boy: Prizes contributed by 
James M. Hoge.  1st Alfred Tavenner of Hamilton. 2nd Edward 
Feig of Ashburn, 3rd Lucius Hutchinson of Ashburn. 

• Best Cup. Prizes offered by F.W. Smale.  1st Mary 
Householder of Lovettsville, 2nd Edna Hollins of Leesburg.  3rd 
Ellen Gregg of Lincoln. 

• Best Bread.  1st Ruth McCoicheon of Colman Run. 2nd Icie 
Myers of Waterford, 3rd Daisy Bell of Leesburg. 

• Best Apple Jelly. Ethel Knipple of Leesburg. 2nd Francis 
Larrick of Round Hill.  3rd Nina Hickman of Tankersville. 

• Doll Bed Outfits For Children under Twelve Years of Age.  
1st Marguerite Jones of Waterford. 2nd A pair of shoes was 
offered by W.W. Chamberlin to Lucy Sinclair of Leesburg.  3rd 
Minnie Milstead of Leesburg. 
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• Best Hemstitched Handkerchief.  1st Helen Brown of 
Lincoln, 2nd Anna Milburn of Lincoln 3rd Helen Walch of 
Lincoln. 

• Best Work Apron.  First prize was offered by L.G. Caviness 
to Helen Brown of Lincoln, 2nd. An umbrella was offered by the 
Wildman Company to Anna Milburn of Lincoln.  3rd prize was 
won by Eleanor Freeman. 

• Spelling:  From 7 to 12 years old. 1st, Felix Altrupa of 
Purcellville. 2nd. A gold pen was offered by J.H. Leslie to 
Charles Bodmer of Aldie. 3rd Prize was won by Wendell Brown 
of Lovettsville.   

• Spelling: From 13 to 20 years.  1st Goldie Bell of Leesburg. 
2nd by Florence Tracy of Round Hill.  3rd was won by Maggie 
Franklin (location unknown). 

 
Corn Prizes were also offered. 
 

• Largest yield of corn on one acre.  Prize of $25 was offered 
by Westmoreland Davis to Leroy Tavener of Daysville.  He 
grew 125 bushels. 

• 2nd Prize was of $15 was offered by E.B. White to John 
Breneman of Ashburn. 

• 3rd Prize was offered by the Peoples National Bank to Cary 
Galleher, Jr. of Evergreen Mills. 

• 4th Prize was offered by R.H. Gray to Hacher Ankers of 
Daysville. 

 

Prizes were also offered for best two ears, best written reports, 
largest net profit as shown by a written report and best ear.  Broad 
Run District also offered its own prizes.  We may have seen the 
entry for North Fork White School, still to be determined (photo 
above). 
 

AY 1912/13: #3, Nov 2, 1912.   

 

Press reports showed that the event took place at City Hall in 
Leesburg. Governor Mann spoke, as well as State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Joseph Eggleston. Prizes were awarded in 
agriculture, literature, manual training, domestic science and art, 
spelling and arithmetic. 47 
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AY 1913/14:  #4, May 1/2, 1914.  

 
Boy’s Corn Club Exhibit was held Nov 22nd, 1913.48  According to 
the Superintendent, the actual fair was “the most largely attended 
and the interest overwhelming.”49   

AY 1914/15:  #5, April 29/30, 1915.   

 

The event was held in Purcellville50 and included 1169 exhibits, a 
parade, athletic contests and public speaking competitions, with 
66% of the school participating and 1100 children in the parade.  
Patrons donated $413.65 towards costs.51 
 

Schools Participating in 1914/1915, by District 
  (all white). 

Mt. Gilead  Mercer Lovettsville Broad Run 

    

Bluemont Aldie Brooklyn Arcola 

Hamilton Blakely 

Grove 

Crossroads Ashburn 

Lincoln Bloomfield Lovettsville Bears 

Mt. Gilead Liethton Taylorstown Broad Run 

North Fork Locust 

Grove 

Waters Coleman 

Paxson Oatlands Woodland Daysville 

Purcellville Unison  Evergreen 

Woodburn   Lenah 

   Little River 

Jefferson Leesburg 

(County) 

Leesburg 

(Town) 

Mt. Hope 

   Pleasant 

Valley 
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Hillsboro Cannon 

Chapel 

Leesburg Ryan 

Round Hill Sycolin  Sterling 

Waterford   Willard 

 

Range of Prizes.  

 

• Agriculture:  A prize was offered for a collection of field and 
garden seeds, as well as prizes for ten ears of seed corn, seed 
corn tester, pair of chickens, sow (no prize offered) pig, 
judging dairy cow, judging draft horses, tongue grafting on 
root stock, cleft grafting, an essay on value and preservation 
of barnyard manure and an essay on  how to grow a hundred 
bushels of corn on an acre. 

• Arithmetic and Spelling:  prizes were offered for arithmetic 
(open to grammar grades), arithmetic (open to all), spelling) 
open to grammar grades), spelling (open to all). 

• Athletics.  Prizes were offered for baseball, basketball 
(undecided, pennant not awarded), track, girls tennis singles 
and doubles, boys singles and doubles, and general athletics. 

• Domestic Science and Art: prizes were offered for making a 
pound of butter, loaf café, loaf of bread, glass of apple jelly 
chafing dish apron, dust cap, cross stich border on towel, 
buttonholes, darned table linen and dressed doll. 

• Literature: prizes were offered for an essay of a history of 
Loudoun County, Composition, letter writing, writing, drawing 
from nature, drawing from models, creating a map of the U.S, 
creating a map of Loudoun County. 

• Manual Training:  prizes were offered for making an axe 
handle, wooden spoon, bread board and rolling pin, wood 
sled, bird house, rabbit gum and a wooden pointer 

• Nature Study:  prizes were offered for home grown wild fern, 
pressed leaves of native forest trees, home grown tomato 
plant, collection of farm and garden seeds, collection of native 
rocks, nature study booklet (Class A) and (Class B), record of 
winter and spring birds. 

• Public Speaking. Prizes were offered for debate, recitation 
and declamation. 
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Special awards were also offered for: 

Combined exhibit of one and two room schools, parade, all 
round exhibit for a one room school, booklet of geography 
papers (open to all and separate prizes for the fifth and sixth 
grades), booklet of English grammar papers, booklet of 
papers on English literature, booklet of arithmetic papers 
(open to all and one for the first through six grades, each)), 
booklet of language papers (fourth, fifth and sixth grades).  

AY 1915/16: #6, May 4/5, 1916. 

 

This was held in the Leesburg High School and for the first time, 
we also begin to see the burden of preparation is taking a toll 
because the vote to hold the fair by the School Board was only 50 
to 46.52   

AY 1916/17:  #7,  May 3/4, 1917. 

 

The venue was in Purcellville, home town of Oscar Emerick, then 

serving as Principal of Round Hill High School and the Fair’s 

Executive Secretary.53   He then became acting Superintendent 

on June 1, following the resignation of W.G. Edmondson, then 

took on the job officially on July 1.54  As before, prizes were offered 

in a variety of departments: Literature, Manual Training, Science, 

Art, Arithmetic and Spelling, Nature Study, Agriculture, Booklets, 

Health and Public Speaking.  Interestingly, whereas there had 

been much debate about holding the event in past years, 

proceedings of the School Fair Executive Committee of November 

11, 1916 revealed  “no diminution of interest on the part of 

teachers.”55 781 students participated. 56 

AY 1917/18:  #8 Date UNK. 

 

The exact date is still being determined; but $200 was donated for 
the School Fair and the School Board had no expenditures of its 
own. 57  1350 students participated. 58 There are very few records 
for this particular fair; but in addition to the number of participants, 
we know of two evenings of public speaking and one day on which 
were held contests in parade, baseball, basketball for girls, 
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arithmetic and spelling.“  Track was also held the following 
Saturday.59   

Ay 1918/19  No Fair, perhaps due to Spanish Flu. 
 

AY 1919/20: #9, April 30-May 2, 1920 
 
The 1919/20 School Fair was held in Purcellville.  While prizes 
were produced for sports, arithmetic problems, spelling, debate 
and recitation, no exhibits were allowed, though many of the 
activities did take place in the exhibit hall.60  Still with perhaps over 
200 train passengers expected, rail schedules were made by the 
Washington and Old Dominion Railway, with one train departing 
Bluemont at 7:20pm for a night program.  Another train left 
Purcellville for Sterling at 10:15pm.61  Our records contain a 
complete list of words used in the spelling contests, and as usual, 
the list of prize winners.62 

An interesting racial component also emerged.  The 
baseball game between Lincoln and Leesburg on Saturday, May 
1 was held at the Emancipation Grounds in Purcellville, privately 
held property by the African American community as a place to 
annually celebrate Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation.  
Although some white schools resisted letting African Americans 
use their property for sports purposes, the Black community was 
willing to rent their grounds out as source of income, which is what 
we assume happened here.63 

AY 1920/21:  #10, May 5-7, 1921 
 
This is the last year for which we have any records of a white 
school fair in Loudoun.64  In addition, the fair switched from 
exhibits to displays of academics. 
 

“It has been definitely decided to have no exhibits 
in connection with the school fair this year.” 65 

 
As with the 1919/20 event, a train handled the night 

program.  Emerick notes on Nov 12, 1920 that the 1921 Fair 
should offer no more than the 1918 and that because of the 
immense amount of work required for an elaborate fair, most 
teachers didn’t want exhibits every year.”66  The file is extensive, 
giving us a window in the work load, with many notes by 
instructors on how to set up a variety of sports and academic 
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contests, e.g.: hurdle race, pole vault and shot putt, and algebra 
for 8th and 9th grades.  General rules for participating were also 
included.  A large banner was to be given to the school with the 
highest average in literature.  Also, Emerick was head of the fair 
and made many strategic decisions, he was suffering from a long 
illness, so day to day operations were led by Dwight P. Hurley, 
Principal of Leesburg High School.67 

Edward B. Rawson, Principal of Lincoln High School, was 
opposed to giving out any prizes.  He had an interesting take on 
the debate competition, feeling it should have been “an expression 
of conviction rather than a mere exercise in sophistry, to arrive at 
the truth, not simply to make a point, so he withdrew from 
consideration to head the committee on this matter.”68  One 
wonders what he would have thought of today’s Presidential 
debates.  As a result of his position, the Public Speaking 
Committee decided on February 8, 1921, that each debater “might 
select his own side of the question...and no rebuttal would be 
given.”69   
 

Black Fairs 
 

What was the Best Education for African Americans? 
 
The debate we saw between advocates for liberal arts 
and industrial education and the need for more effective 
farmers merged with racial prejudice. 

“I am not one of those who believe that it is well 
to educate the mass of Negroes with academic or 
university education.  On the contrary, I am firmly 
convinced that the hope of the Negro is in 
industrial education throughout the South and in 
teaching him to be a better farmer ... and to make 
more blacksmiths and more good farmers than 
there are now amongst the Negroes.”  From 
President Taft’s letter read at the 45th 
commencement, Fisk University, Nashville, 
Tennessee, June 14, 1911.70  
 
African Americans faced huge social debates over what 

was the appropriate kind of education, in addition to legal barriers, 
with many white politicians like Taft pushing industrial vs 
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academic training, likely to maintain the traditional social order.  At 
the same time, some African American leaders like Booker T. 
Washington also saw industrial education as the most practical 
approach to Black success, feeling political power would emerge 
after economic leverage was secured.  That said, there is ample 
evidence that the community was not complacent and desired not 
only primary school classes, but access to high school courses 
and a path to college.71 

Participation 
 
Participation by Loudoun’s African Americans began with 

preparations in 1920 for an October 17, 1921 fair, a decade after 
the initial 1910 white school fair, and then probably ended in 
1923/24 when the field of data in the state designed universal 
Term Reports was eliminated – in other words when Richmond 
lost interest in dedicated school fairs, vs incorporating school work 
in farm fairs.  Eighteen Black schools prepared for and 
participated in the 1921/22 Black School Fair. After that, activity 
sharply declined, with only ten schools engaged in AY 1922/23 
and five in the final Black county school fair for which we have 
records, 1923/24.  

 

 
Other counties began their Black school fairs earlier than 

Loudoun, like Campbell County in 190972 or neighboring Fairfax 
County in 1916.73  In our opinion, partly due to our research on 

Rustburg Colored Fair, October 1914 
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attempts to access “higher branch” courses by Blacks, the date of 
the first Black fair in Loudoun was probably part of a calculated 
effort by dedicated African-American educators like John C. 
Walker to elevate the quality of experience enjoyed by their 
charges.  Walker, then serving in his 35th year as a teacher, was 
an especially interesting character, who emerged as one of 
Loudoun’s most important black educators.74   He took his exam 
to be a teacher in Loudoun in 1892.75 From 1904/05 he was 
Principal of the Training Center in Leesburg, which was also the 
first year that eight grades were offered,76 seven the previous year 
and only six prior to that.  At least as early as 1916, he was also 
President of the Colored Teacher Institute, an official association 
designed to enhance teaching techniques.77   By retirement in AY 
1940/41,78 he had fifty-five years of teaching experience, which 
suggests 1885 as a starting date, and was very likely involved in 
the series of three Colored Teacher Institutes in 1893,79perhaps 
even as their leader, though we can’t be certain, since minutes 
have not survived. 

Walker wasn’t just a rural teacher. Like a lot of other 
African American educators, he also was very religious.   
According to the records of the Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
in Leesburg, back in the early 20th century, the facility had a very 
large church school.  It met every Sunday before church in the 
Fellowship Hall.  The Superintendent was John (Chris) Walker 
and the teachers were his wife Hattie, Miss Annie Harris (also a 
teacher), Ms. Carrie Valentine and Ms. Mamie Waters (also a 
teacher).  Special programs were presented for Children's Day, 
Easter and Christmas.  The teacher of each class arranged the 
programs and every child had to recite their parts from 
memory.  The performances were accompanied with special 
music provided by the children, and every Christmas each child 
received a special treat of oranges and candy.80 

Walker was developing a nascent high school program on 
the second floor of the Training Center,81 the most advanced 
project of its kind for Loudoun’s African Americans since 
Reconstruction.  Walker’s effort took up a floor in the Training 
center, to be followed in 1930 by a full-blown high school program 
led by Catherine Harris, which included French language training.   
Other leaders in the 1921 fair were the Supervisor for Colored 
Instructors and various teachers with deep experience, the 
educational cream of the community.  However, despite their 
enthusiasm, the community faced a similar hurdle to that of the 
white educators, excessive workload detracting from class-room 
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instruction, probably why after the number of participating schools 
went from nineteen in the October 1921 Fair, to ten in 1922/23 
and only five in 1923/24. The White Teachers Institute on 
September 7, 1922 raised the question of “the schools’ part in the 
Loudoun County Fair.” This was asked by the manager of the 
County Fair, F.H. James.  In addition, there was a round table 
discussion on whether the Community Fair or the Horse Show 
was an aid to the School. That last point is interesting because it 
was led by J.R. Lintner, the Extension Agent.82  Surviving records 
don’t provide us the results, but we suspect similar conversations 
took place with African American teachers.   Again, records didn’t 
survive. The following year on September 6, 1923, the White 
Teachers’ institute asked, “Shall we hold a School Fair in 
1923/24,” but no decision was recorded.83  Why ask the question 
if there was uniformity as to the value of the event? 

 

Available records for Black fairs are far scantier than for 
white ones; but still showed that the two versions attracted an 
audience from different counties, and each involved the students, 

African American Students marching somewhere in Loudoun.  
Undated photo,  Photo, courtesy of Archives, Virginia State 
University. Regular school fairs were a feature of Black 
schools under Jeanes supervision, following two conferences 
in AY 1936/37.  98% of Black principals and Jeanes 
Supervisors attended. Eleven regional conferences were also 
held the same year.  See The Development of Negro 
Education in Virginia, 1831-1970, by Archie Richardson, Phi 
Kappa Delta, 1976, pg. 44  
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parents and teachers from most of the schools associated with 
their race.  Each had a student march, as well as exhibits of 
“industrial” skills and academic prowess. There are also some 
important differences.  African American fairs were less complex 
and included exhibits of serving.  While this was by one 
interpretation an unfortunate recognition of the prevalent social 
order, it is also true that the service industry was an important 
source of income, and likely very competitive. We don’t have 
statistics for the fair years but in a study done in 1940, of the 545 
Black women of Loudoun listed in some sort of industry, 481 were 
in the domestic and personal service industry. The second most 
important industry for women occupied 23 in hotel or restaurant 
work, another form of serving. It was very different for men of 
which 1307 were examined in the same study.  The main 
industries that year were 797 in Agriculture and 735 as farm 
laborers, an overlap. Only 73 were in domestic or personal 
service.84 

The white fairs were very complex, involving the 
Superintendent, the Governor and farm extension program 
officials, especially the county demonstrator. They were also 
clearly a very labor demanding element of a system designed by 
the State Department for Public Instruction.  We don’t see a similar 
mandate for Colored fairs and if press accounts are complete, 
management was limited to African American instructors.  The 
Negro Extension Service was probably also not involved because 
by then we were not seeing corn and tomato demonstration 
projects.     

Press accounts record that the Colored county school 
event in October 1921 had a march, though the exhibits and other 
events were displayed at the Training Center, not the Leesburg 
Opera House.  The white marches included children all dressed 
up and sporting school banners.  That was the same for colored 
fairs, which we also saw in other colored events in the 1930’s. We 
didn’t see any evidence of sports events, debates or other 
oratorical competitions in the Colored county school fairs, though 
these occurred outside that system. 

Day to day management of the October 1921 Colored 
School Fair rested with a committee: 

• John Chris Walker, President, then serving at Leesburg, in 
his 35th year as an instructor. 

• Bushrod W. Murray, 1st Vice President, then serving at 
Mountain Gap, in his 32nd year as an instructor. 
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• Charles. H. Willis, 2nd Vice President, then serving at Bull 
Run on New Mountain, in his second year as an Instructor. 

• Annie E.B. Harris, Treasurer, then serving at Leesburg in her 
29th year of education.   

• Beatrice Scipio, Secretary, then serving in Bluement in her 
11th year as an instructor. Scipio was also an aunt for Rosa 
Carter, one of Loudoun’s more revered instructors, as was 
Scipio. Scipio’s home still stands on Foggy Bottom Road. 

• Mary V. Roberts, Assistant Secretary.   Perhaps not an 
instructor.   

• Mary E. Peniston, Supervisor and Executive Secretary, then 
serving as Colored Supervisor for Loudoun with 16 years’ 
experience. Peniston was likely supported in part by the 
Jeanes Fund85. 

Loudoun was not the only county to have a Black-
organized county school fair.  Just next door the “Fairfax County 
Colored School Fair Association” held its events from 1916 to 
1924 with industrial and academic competitions, as well  as 
agricultural exhibits of garden vegetables, canned fruits, poultry 
and livestock.86  Their fairs then merged with the county fairs, as 
reflected by the Premium List of the Sixteenth Annual Fair of  the 
Colored Fair Association of Fairfax County. August 27-29, 1930. 
That year the fair was held at Providence Heights, one mile west 
of Falls Church. This seems to imply that county fairs for African 
Americans in Fairfax went back as far as 1914.  “The object was 
to encourage education, agriculture and social development of 
Fairfax and adjacent counties,”87 which includes Loudoun, so one 
wonders if Loudoun’s students participated in some way.  There 
was precedent certainly in that white fairs attracted students from 
multiple jurisdictions.   

Loudoun’s white school fair for 1921 took place May 5-788  
but the 1921 Colored Fair took place in November. That is quite 
reasonable, in order to consider harvesting of tomatoes and corn.  
White fairs mixed it up, some in the spring, some in the fall.    To 
determine participation in colored fairs, we examined press 
accounts and Term Reports for twenty-seven schools.  There was 
much activity, especially in the initial year of 1920/21 and 1921/22; 
but reduced numbers in 1922/23 and 1923/24.  Keep in mind that 
some schools had two or three rooms. 
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Special Notes 

1921 Colored 
Teacher 
Institute89 

Meeting took place Oct 17, 1921 in 
Leesburg. 
“What is your school doing toward 
the school Fair.  Report from each 
teacher.” 

1921/2290 John C. 
Walker 

Leesburg Colored 
We have a school exhibit each 
year.  The first Co. Fair October, 
1921. This hand written note is how 
we know the actual starting date for 
Colored School Fairs.  

 
Like white fairs, the 1921 Colored Fair offered exhibits and prizes, 
which were covered extensively in the Loudoun Mirror,91 though 
the number was fewer.  Only seven schools offered prizes or 
recognition for effort. 

School Instructor at 
the Time 

Prize 

Hughesville Edith V. White Best collection of 
embroideries, including a 
crocheted tie and sheelve 
holder for a boy. 

Leesburg John C. 
Walker, Mary 
E. Waters and 
Annie E.B. 
Harris 

Best collection of ready-
to-use articles, including 
umbrella stands, knife 
and fork holders, 
costumes, center table, 
rabbit gums, a Chinese 
counting frame of wire 
and buckeyes to be used 
in primary grades and 
bird houses 

Lucketts/Mount 
Pleasant 

Sylvia Wright Best collection of rafia 
baskets. 

Mountain Gap Bushrod 
Murray 

Although taught by a 
man, sent a good display 
of gingham dresses and 
hand sewing. 

Purcellville Alice Scott Displayed a line of sewed 
on button and stitch 
designs. 
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Sycoline Mary B. Norris One of the smallest 
schools in the county, yet 
contributed a handsome 
yoke by an eight year old 
boy. 

Willisville Anna Gaskins Best collection of school 
work, including drawings, 
toy wagons and 
wheelbarrows, ox yokes 
and a large morris chair. 

 
The main speaker was Reverend E. A. Hayes of Alexandria who 
gave “an instructive and interesting talk to the many visitors who 
represented several neighboring counties.” 
School Community League  sold dinners, refreshments and hot 
drink. 
Lincoln brass band “furnished excellent music” under leadership 
of James E. Bell, probably of Lincoln-Purcellville Pike, a farm 
laborer92. 
Walter Brown of Hamilton “presented the Leesburg School with a 
large United States flag, which is to be displayed from the 
windows daily.”93  This was probably J. Walter Brown, an African-
American public school teacher at Brownsville, then living on the 
Paeonian and Hamilton Pike in 1920.94 

Stats for Colored School Fairs 

Number of African American Schools that Participated 
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COLORED 
SCHOOLS 
 
In some 
cases, we 
show  
participation 
by room. 

Pupil Participation by Academic Year 
Exact number not possible to caculate because in 
some cases, type of work was listed instead of 
numbers.  We placed a zero in the field when 
numerical field was blank. Data derived from Term 
Reports95 

1920 - 21 
Prep Year 

1921 - 
22 

1922 -
23 

1923 – 
24 

  Held in 
Oct 

Held in 
Oct 

Not sure of 
date 

Ashburn  Data 
missing, 
due to hole 
in original 
form. 

32 36 0 

Bluemont 20 22 21 0 

Brownsville 0 8   

Bull Run 
Mr. Wills 
Room 

8 12   

Bull Run 
Mis Anna 
Grey Room 

8 Missing 14  

Bull Rull 
Anita 
Grooms 
Room 

   0 

Conklin Missing 0 20 0 

Greggsville 36 0 0 0 

Guinea 7    

Hamilton Missing Missing 0 0 

Hillsboro 0 51 43 0 

Hughesville 35 27 24 File Missing 

Leesburg: 
Mary E.R. 
Waters 
Room 

Have 
started the 

work 

First 
school 
exhibit 
1921 

Exhbit 
Fair, 
1922. 

Exhibit 
1922 Fair96 

Leesburg: 
Annie B. 

0 34 0 0 
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Harris 
Room 

Leesburg:  
John 
Walker 
Room 

Entire 
Room  37 

We have 
a school 
exhibit 
each 
year.  
The Co 
Fair, 
Oct, 
1921 

2nd 
School 
Fair, 

October 
1922 

Community 
Fair This 
Term97 

Lincoln Very Good 
Work 

0 0  

Lovettsville 9 10 0 Missing 

Marble 
Quarry 

Missing Missing 0 0 

Middleburg 
Bannister 
Room 

0 88 86 0 

Middleburg. 
Terry 
Gaskins 
Room 

 112   

Middleburg 
Frances 
Hall Room 

0  86 0 

Mountain 
Gap 

30 25 30 39 
All do 
construction 
work 

Mt Pleasant 25 25 0 0 

Nokes 0 19 0 Missing 

Powell’s 
Grove 

20 30 0 0 

Purcellville 
Maneta 
Bailey 
Room 

   0 

Purcellville 
Eugene 
Williams 
Room 

60+ All are 
trying to do 
some work 
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Purcellville 
Alice Scott 
Room 

54 All are 
trying to do 
some work 

0 0 0 

Purcellville 
Arlene Fox 
Room 

 0   

Purcellville 
Chauncey 
Mithew 
Room 

  0  

Rock Hill 56 
students in 
school.  
Woodwork, 
drawing, 
serving 

30 16 0 

Round Hill 33 41 0 0 

St. Louis 37 “Do not 
know the 
exact 
number.“ 

27 48 

Sycoline 14 14 17 0 

Waterford 0 51 53 0 

Watson 25 18 0 0 

Willard Missing 0 0 missing 

Willisville 48 38 0 0 

Funding and State Support. 
 
The Department of Public Instruction in Richmond did not supply 
funds, but did strongly advocate the concept of county school 
fairs, even creating a highly detailed management bulletin called 
County School Fairs in Virginia.98  The program was also loosely 
coordinated by Thomas Settle, but participation of County 
Superintendents was voluntary, perhaps because of the 
enormous labor involved. We have found no evidence of state 
funding, though the State did track participation through use of the 
Term Reports  The earliest 20th century Term Reports for 
Loudoun schools begin in 1920.  From then to AY 1924/25 
statistical data was collected by the State on the participation of 
pupils in corn, tomato and garden clubs, as well as school fairs. 

Expenses and receipts for the white fairs were carefully 
tracked by the Superintendents.  Receipts were raised through 
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donations and sales, and expenditures from those amounts.  This 
is in keeping with the manual which proposed that each fair be run 
by a committee and that one function would be to “raise funds for 
financing.”99  In 1910, $250 was raised from private donations to 
fund the first school fair in the county, about $6,000 in 
contemporary currency. 100 On the other hand, other counties 
officially funded fairs, such as the 1911 Fair in Rustburg in order 
to build an official hall, the County School Board appropriated 
$1,000, the County Board of Supervisors provided $500 and 
$1,600 was raised from private donors.101 
 

Why did the fairs stop? 

 
Workload for staff became a problem, and competition with 
regular county fairs and 4H events probably made the made the 
events appear redundant. Other counties took longer to end their 
programs than Loudoun, such as neighboring Prince William 
County in a decision of their school board on June 1, 1927, largely 
due to the workload.  However, in Loudoun’s White Teacher 
Institute meeting of September 7/8, 1922 (Academic year 
22/23),102 the question of school participation in the Loudoun 
County Fair came up, so people were still considering the idea as 
potentially worthwhile. 

As noted, at the beginning of the movement, some school 
fairs back then had also been features of county agricultural fairs, 
which made sense since the movement started about preventing 
famine.  It is worth noting as well that although the program faded 
out in Loudoun and eventually elsewhere in the state, there 
seemed to have been a lot of public interest throughout the period, 
as evidenced by data we collected from Annual Reports of 
Superintendents of Public Instruction from 1909 to 1924/25.   
There were probably also similar fairs in other counties; but we 
didn’t track that. 
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         Was the idea of a county school fair excellent?  From the 
white farmer’s perspective, it was better than classes in 
institutions or relying on corn and tomato clubs alone, bringing 
many farmers to one spot to see the results of fresh agricultural 
thinking.  In addition, as suggested by the two flyers “County 
School Fairs in Virginia,“ they offered students an opportunity to 
show academic skills.   However, in Loudoun at least, to craft 
successful fairs required massive work, to the point that it probably 
detracted from critical time needed for academic instruction.   As 
for the “Colored School Fairs,“  African American instructors would 
have understood the daunting workload exhibited by their 
counterparts; but still felt the need to show off their own education 
prowess, though took a leaner, more practical approach in my 
opinion.  The fairs were also an opportunity for Blacks to show 
justifiable pride. 

Unfortunately, the food crisis continued into the great 
depression, 1929-1939.  As a result of the great national drought, 
in Loudoun County in 1930 crop losses amounted to nearly $4 
million and across the United States, half of the farming areas 
(3,000 counties) required relief support. Among the patrons of 
schools in Loudoun, people, who ordinarily supported 
schoolhouses, they too were impacted by the crisis.  Many had no 
income in 1930, which certainly must have been true for white 
citizens and even more so for Blacks.  Money for school supplies, 
food and clothing was limited. What if the movement hadn’t 
happened?  Would the decline in agriculture have been worse?  
We suspect that would have been the case.103  And agricultural 
education continued. 4H clubs did much good in parallel to the 
fairs, and there continued to be much education given both African 
American and white students in sustainable gardening, which 
proved crucial during world War Two when our armed forces 
depending on the produce of commercial farms.  In Loudoun 
thanks to the intervention of the Foxcroft School for Girls, a private 
white institution that supported “colored” and white schools by 
funding Victory Gardens. 
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Conclusions 

 

This was just a surface examination of an important moment in 
Loudoun’s educational and agricultural history.  We plan to do 
more research for a book on the topic and invite our readers to 
submit ideas and historical accounts.     

Sports was a major part of the county school fair 
movement.  After all a healthy farmer is more apt to be successful 
than  a sick one, and Loudoun was a sports haven, even to the 
point of hosting a vibrant baseball league.  There were both white 
and African American teams.  Basketball and tennis were also 
important. They formed an important part of the annual school 
fairs, probably in every county in Virginia and by 1929, after the 
county school fair movement passed, white high schools 
maintained an athletic association with competitions held every 
spring in baseball, basketball, tennis and track. A future study of 
these will be published by the Edwin Washington Project.  In 
addition, literary and speaking competitions were held by the 
schools under the management of a committee appointed by the 
Superintendent,104 though we have no evidence of this impacting 
African Americans. 

Reading comprehension, spelling and health fairs 
continued past the county school fairs and as late as 1932, whites 

Willisville Children Land Army, 1942 – training to make Victory Gardens. 
Photo Courtesy of Foxcroft School, Loudoun. 
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were competing in an international oratorical competition.  An 
example of a county-wide drama effort that took place in 1941 at 
the Ashburn Colored School when they rewrote a depression era 
play called the “Calvalcade of Negroana, A Play in Two Acts.”  
This was a short effort intended to demonstrate Frederick 
Douglass, having come alive, what progress had been made since 
his passing.  African American students participated from 
Purcellville, Lincoln, Waterford, Marble Quarry, Round Hill, Rock 
Hill, Leesburg, Hillsboro, Hughesville, Leesburg, Saint Louis and 
Ashburn.  In the future, the Edwin Washington Project plans to 
reenact the play, not only as an attraction to the Black community 
of Loudoun, but also to other minorities.105 
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