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Incident at Oak Haven Station 

By 

Larry W. Roeder 

 

In the Loudoun Times Mirror was found the story of a 
violent lynching attempt in the nearby town of Winchester.  
Wondering if the victim was from Loudoun County, some 
research quickly discovered two shocking displays of 
cruelty. The first was on a 12-year-old white child named 
Ryan, who sleeping in his tent.  The second was an 
attempted lynching of an old man named Jenkins, who 
may have been Black.  Unfortunately, while we know much 
about the attack on Ryan because he was willing to speak 
in court, many of the details of the lynching are lost, due to 
the destruction of police records and because court 
testimony was not recorded.  All that is left are personal 
memories and press accounts. This raises important 
questions. What was Jenkins’ race and what was the 
cause?  Where did Jenkins live?  How many other lynching 
victims have been forgotten, due to poor records?  That is 
itself an indictment of the justice system. Victims deserve 
to be remembered and society needs to understanding 
their pain and suffering, as well as the cause of the crimes, 
which can be a deterrent to future tragedy. 

Reactions to violent events across America in 2020 
highlighted the importance of clarity, the media and the 
courts in uncovering injustice. Their revelations led to 
major social discourse.  The media was also important in 
the matter of Ryan and Jenkins, though not so much the 
courts, which failed.  Were it not for the Loudoun Times 
Mirror, the Winchester Evening Star and The Washington 
Post, the crimes against two innocent people would have 
been lost.   No records of the incident remain in the 
Frederick County Court system, nor in the archives of the 
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State police, the Winchester City Police or the County 
Sheriff.     

The history of thousands of victims of segregation is often 
hard to understand because in many locations, school and 
court records were destroyed.  Fortunately, Loudoun 
County Public Schools did not destroy their records, a 
decision which has preserved important civil rights history.  
In the opinion of the author, all government records, 
including criminal proceedings, should be preserved, if not 
on paper, admittedly expensive, then in digital form.  
Otherwise, assumptions and errors of understanding will 
replace facts.  Even the smallest bit from a diary or police 
report can help sow the seeds of understanding. 

According to media reports, on the evening of Monday, 
September 22, 1930, Streiby “Buck” Cooper and Wilco 
McAboy, residents of Frederick County, were intoxicated 
and disorderly when they arrived at the Oak Haven filling 
station on Martinsburg Pike, near Winchester.  The leader 
was thought to be Cooper, a white stock dealer.  He was in 
the apple trade and born about 1905.  His alleged follower 
was McAboy, a white farmer, born about 1911.  Both lived 
in the Stonewall Magisterial District.  Sources in McAboy’s 
family have since indicated he earned a living as a laborer 
harvesting apples and operating a small farm. They also 
shared a story that McAboy had to exchange his horses 
with a tractor when the animals charged off with the plow! 
The source remembered Buck McAboy very well and was 
vaguely aware of the lynching event and location; nothing 

more, not the cause, nor the race of Jenkins. 

Near Oak Haven, Cooper and McAboy are thought to have 
first discovered a small tent containing sleeping Glenn 
Ryan.  Media reports leave the impression that Ryan was 
sexually molested, another reason his testimony should 
have been retained.  Sources in Glenn’s family said he had 
not discussed the incident, nor were there any revealing 
diaries or letters, a common phenomenon with such 
victims.  Contemporary press accounts of Cooper and 
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McAboy walking into the tent are however disturbingly 
similar to U.N. reports sexual assault.  It would not be 
surprising if "mistreated," the term used by the press, was 
a euphemism.  Therefore, was Jenkins a witness to the 
first assault?  Was that the cause of the lynching?  
Following the attack on Ryan, Cooper and McAboy quickly 
located an elderly man at Oak Haven Station named 
William Jenkins, as well some rope.  One man apparently 
quickly slipped the line over Jenkins’ neck while the other 
held him, threatening the old man if he cried out.   This 
attack may also have been premeditated, as Cooper was 
thought to have previously visited the station that day four 
times, intimating future trouble, while waiting for the owner 
to depart the scene.  

Assaults on children for any reason are inherently evil, and 
a lynching is not only grisly but one of the evilest of crimes.  
The problem here is that facts and motivations are missing.  
Alcohol surely played a role; but we know little else.   
Therefore, record preservation must be a policy at every 
level of government.  Instead of guessing, society needs to 
know the facts about any lynching because unjustified and 
often cruel assaults still occur today in America, such as 
the attacks on Blacks in 2020 which have led to massive 
calls for a restructuring of our justice system.  They also 
occur in India where Muslims are hung due to their faith or 
in China where Muslims are placed in concentration 
camps, the later hidden from the media, or in Africa where 
Gay men are sometimes tossed off of roofs.  But in 
Virginia, thanks to a major and politically brave media 
campaign, legislation outlawed lynching in 1928, then 
mostly directed against Blacks.  Was Jenkins Black? What 
that the reason?  Was he an innocent victim of a drunken 
mob?  Was it both? 

The incident feels racially motivated, especially since 
whites were rarely lynched, so it was a surprise that no 
accounts mentioned race.  Census records identified Ryan, 
McAboy and Cooper were white; but the media did not.  If 
race was not considered pertinent to the reporters, 
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perhaps everyone was white, including Jenkins; but there 
are no records!  No elderly black men named William 
Jenkins were found to be living in the area that year, 
though one white gentleman was living in town with his 
even older wife.  Some reporting implied Jenkins may have 
lived on the station.  Perhaps even more interesting than 
the race question however was that lynching didn’t seem 
strange to reporters in 1930’s Winchester.  Two years after 
Governor Byrd reluctantly signed the lynching ban, the first 
line in one press account of this lynching was “would-be 
‘hangmen’ reigned again last night.”  It was such a casual 
comment, shocking to today’s ears; perhaps not then. 
“Reigned again” conveys a regular occurrence. 

The attack on Jenkins was brutal.  One story had Cooper 
and McAboy dragging Jenkins over loose gravel and 
stone, probably in the parking area, all under the gaze of 
witnesses, none who rendered assistance to the victim.  
Indeed, the witnesses opined at the trial that the assault 
was “just a prank.”   Other reports had Jenkins being 
dragged from the station a considerable distance while 
“they were trying to find a tree,” only stopping after tiring.  
In that version, Jenkins was subsequently pushed to the 
ground and dragged for a further “several hundred yards.” 
An interview of the elderly gentleman revealed that 
“besides the cuts and bruises, Jenkins has been nursing a 
stiff neck from the effect of the “noose,” which drew itself 
tightly round his throat as the two men pulled their victim 

around the Oak Haven filling station.” 

Vernon Rickard, about 21, appears to have hid inside the 
station throughout the attack.  Finally, after the two 
perpetrators left Jenkins to possibly bleed out and die, 
though battered badly, he found his way back to the station 
as Rickard reappeared.  As for the witnesses, given that 
they provided no aid, one unescapable probability is that 
they were a drunken mob, which could explain Rickard’s 
reluctance.  There is no indication that he rendered any 
support, except that the crowd left when he turned the 
station lights out, plunging the grounds into darkness.  The 
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show was over!  Why didn’t he do that earlier or defend the 

old man, or only call the authorities after Jenkins returned, 
not before?  The reason Rickard was there at all was to 
attend shop in the absence of the owner, Robert Sands, 
who left earlier, even though Sands likely knew Cooper 
was trouble, having been on site that day multiple times.  
As for Jenkins, nothing is known other than his age.  He 
might have been staying with Rickard or was an employee.  
That is uncertain. Whatever his status, it is striking that he 
was the only person standing outside during the attack, 
one old man left along to face two young drunks and a 
mob! 

Following the return of Jenkins, an investigation was done 
by local police and State policeman Maynard Bayliss.  
Cooper and McAboy were then arrested and went on trial 
at 10am on September 27th in County Magistrate’s Court, 
initially on lynching charges. Those were then reduced to a 
charge of “general disorderly conduct and assault and 
battery on the person of Jenkins, while the third charge 
embraces mistreatment of Glenn Ryan.”  The court room 
was packed, only standing room available. “One might 
have come to the conclusion that one half of Frederick 
County had quit work for the day to hear and act as 
witnesses at this spectacular case.”  The focus was on 
Cooper, considered the lead. In addition to others, Glenn 
Ryan testified for the prosecution, and given his age and 
the potential intimate implications of the assault, Glenn 
must be seen as a hero, like young Tom Sawyer, risking all 
in open court. 

The attorney James P. Rierdon worked on Rouss Avenue 
in Winchester, sharing his building with the Washington 
Electric Saw Repair Shop.  At court, he argued that Cooper 
and McAboy were not drunk and had always been 
upstanding citizens, a contention supported by Sheriff 
Luther Pannett, as well as Robert S. Smith, a company 
treasurer, and Charles McCann, a wealthy stock dealer.  
But would any upstanding citizen have committed such 
depravity, even in 1930?  Something is missing from the 
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story, which court proceedings, the police report or diaries 
might have revealed; but even if the court records had 
been preserved, there might not be much.  There wasn’t 
then (and isn’t now) a clerk in the lower court.  That is why 
Magistrate courts are not termed “courts of record.”  
Further, while Cooper and McAboy admitted attacking 
Jenkins, they argued it was just a prank, a viewpoint 
supported by several male witnesses.  Of course, if the 
mob had not done that, they all would have essentially 
admitted to being accomplices in a criminal act. 

Justice Tavenner announced on the morning of September 
29 that he “would place a reasonable fine and costs of $10 
and $5.25 costs on Streiby (Buck) Cooper for assault in 
placing a rope around the neck of William Jenkins.”  
Tavenner also decided “there was no real criminal intent … 
more a sorry attempt at a prank.”  No jail time was 
imposed, only the fine and a warning that Cooper was not 
to “go around the filling station unless strictly on business.”  
Keep in mind that according to Jenkins in one report, not 
only had he not said anything offensive, but the attack also 
happened before he could speak.  The sense is that the 
drunks had been waiting to hang or torture Jenkins, for 
reasons unknown, scouting the station on a regular basis 
until the owner left, leaving the victim under the protection 
of only a youth, who was unwilling to render meaningful 
help.  Given that, why didn’t Sands see the risk, unless he 
genuinely believed Cooper and McAboy were harmless 
drunks.  Again, this is just supposition, not a formal 
accusation of anyone, because of the absence of official 
records. 

Why did Jenkins stay? He also must have suspected 
trouble.   Jenkins and a witness named Miss Blanche 
Dove, Vernon Rickard and Glenn Ryan all testified for the 
State that a “general disturbance existed at the filling 
station Monday night, due to Cooper who was drunk and 
known to have been in the past.  Sands could offer no 
light, as he was absent for the attack, only that when 
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present he kept the station quiet.  Reports never revealed 
Dove’s specific information. 

Most people we approached on the event thought of 
lynching as just an illegal hanging; but a definition offered 
by the Encyclopedia of Virginia is broader. “Lynching 
involves the extralegal punishment of perceived 
wrongdoing by a mob.”  Actual death by rope is not 
required, though the risk to Jenkins was death by hanging, 
a threat uttered by the perpetrators in the presence of a 
crowd, probably heavily intoxicated men and one woman, 
laughing, jeering, and encouraging.   In today’s world, 
Tavenner’s judgement would be grounds for a recall; but 
the 30’s in Winchester was different, especially due to the 
tensions of the Depression.  If Jenkins was Black, then the 
sentence was not surprising.  As already mentioned, 
Governor Byrd reluctantly signed 1928 ban on lynching, 
questioning its constitutionality and no white in Virginia was 
ever convicted of lynching a Black.  Perhaps Jenkins was 
white, which, along with the violent nature of the crime, 
essentially an act of torture, meant the details of the trial 
were too compelling to avoid as a public spectacle. But 
what was the motivation?  Had he witnessed the “rape?” If 
the police records had been retained, we might know for 
sure. 

In conclusion, what lessons came of this investigation?  

This began as an exploration into a possible forgotten race 

attack of interest to citizens of Loudoun because it was 

featured in a Leesburg paper.  It evolved into an attempt to 

understand a violent set of acts, to which the perpetrators 

largely admitted.   We probably will never know everything, 

so the author is not proposing firm motivations, though a 

deeper and very dark story must lie within the missing 

reports.   One recommendation is that Government records 

be preserved, regardless of age, and Magisterial courts 

should have official reporters.  If records are to be 

destroyed, digital copies must be created, without 

exception.  Victims of such violent crimes deserve to be 
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remembered as symbols of excessive violence.  For Ryan 

and Jenkins, the attacks were probably the defining 

moments of their lives, and surely, they suffered for the 

rest of their existence, even if privately.  Therefore this 

story should also be a vivid warning light to potential future 

perpetrators and a call by future historians to preserve the 

facts. 
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