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Loudoun  County Poorhouse Farm 

 

By Wynne C. Saffer 
 

 

In 1946, Loudoun County sold the “Alms House” farm 
consisting of 421 acres about one and a half miles east of 
Bloomfield in Mercer district. 1The county farm for the poor 
was acquired by the Overseers of the Poor through five 
deeds between 1822 and 1831 and contained 261.5 acres. 
2 The overseers of the poor was a county board 
responsible for providing assistance to the poor and 
indigent.  Prior to 1820 the Overseers maintained a poor 
house in Leesburg for housing indigents.  Around 1820 the 
board  decided to acquire a farm to house indigents.  The 
farm would provide food and employment for the poor in a 
more rural setting.  Hopefully, the farm would reduce the 
expense of maintaining the poor as well as providing a 
healthier environment. 
 

The United States Census which is taken every ten years 
started in 1790.  Beginning in 1850 the census listed all 
persons; previously the head of the household was only 
given along with a count of residents by age and gender.  
The following chart lists the population by census from 
1850 through 1940, except for 1890 which was destroyed.  
The total number of inmates by decade ranges from a high 
of 64 in 1880 to a low of 10 in 1930.  The earlier censuses 
also provided information on condition of the inmates, 
including blind, idiot, insane, and disabled.  The 1880 
census provided the most complete information on 
condition.  The censuses beginning in 1900 excluded 
questions on condition.  This information provides 
additional knowledge of reasons for sending inmates to the 
poor farm, because disability of a mental or physical nature 
can reduce the ability of people to be self-sufficient.  The 
chart shows that many inmates were elderly (over 60) or 
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young (under 10).  Most of the young children 
accompanied their mother.  Beginning in 1935 the Social 
Security Act begin aiding elderly and disabled which would 
reduce the numbers needing assistance from the county.3 
 

William Furr was in-charge of the poorhouse farm in 1850 
and 1860.  With the adoption of the new state constitution 
in 1870 the superintendent of the poor became an elected 
position.  William H. Hibbs was elected and took the oath 
of office on December 12, 1870.  Apparently, he had taken 
office earlier since he is listed as steward of the poorhouse 
in the 1870 census taken on August 27, 1870.  Hibbs 
continued in this position through 1881.  John R. Carter 
became superintendent in January 1882 and served for 
one year.  He was replaced by Francis E. Robey in 1883, 
and Robey served as superintendent for twenty years.  
William Madison Monroe became superintendent in 1903 
and served until 1912 when he was replaced by his son, 
James Harrison Monroe.   Harrison Monroe served until 
1937 when he was replaced by E. H. Barton, who would 
be the last superintendent.  All the superintendents lived 
with their families on the farm.  The 1873 annual report of 
the County Farm lists the superintendent’s salary for the 
year as $400.  In addition, the resident physician received 
$125. 
 

During its existence, the County farm for the poor 
repeatedly attracted the attention of the county justices, 
and later the board of supervisors, due to the cost of 
maintaining the poor.  As early as 1838 a paper filed with 
the court noted “the justices of the peace of the County 
having been summoned to take into consideration the 
propriety of selling the poorhouse farm.”  The paper further 
adds, “if evils exist in the management of the business, it is 
quite competent to the board of Overseers to remedy the 
farm by a change of the Steward, or if experience had 
demonstrated the want of profit in carrying on the 
cultivation of the farm in connection with the management 
of the poor, that a remedy might be found in relieving the 
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Steward from the business of the farm, by renting the lands 
out to be cultivated on shares.”  Again in 1877 three 
members of the board of supervisors were appointed a 
committee, “to examine and report to the Board upon the 
propriety & feasibility of a sale of the present Poor House 
tract with the improvements thereon.”  The Board of 
Supervisors addressed the problem again in May 1880 
with a committee, “to sell the farm known as the Poor 
house farm,” and another committee “to purchase a farm 
for the use of the Poor of this County.”  None of these 
actions resulted in any change in the land composing the 
farm.  However, in 1883 the County acquired another 
112.5  acres for the farm.  Finally, in 1926 the Board stated 
“that a suitable tenant-house is desirable and necessary 
for the County Poor Farm and Joseph Martz has offered 
and proposed to sell to this Board his tract of real estate, 
containing 85 acres, adjoining said Poor Farm, improved 
by a comfortable dwelling, barn and other out buildings.”  
This completed the land acquisition for the Poor House 
farm.4 
 

The minutes of the Board of Supervisors for April 1937 
recorded an inventory for the farm which was very 
revealing.  Livestock living on the farm included 3 sows, 10 
pigs, 19 shoates, 11 cows, 4 heifers, 1 bull, 8 horses, 1 
colt, 2 mares and 21 cattle.  The list also included 57 acres 
in wheat and 60 acres to go in corn.  Machinery listed 
included 3 wagons, 1 manure spreader, 2 Syracuse plows, 
1 binder, 1 mower, 1 corn planter, 1 Superior drill, 2 riding 
cultivators, 2 harrows and 1 Scientific corn cutter.  The 
inventory also listed hand tools, and meat which included 
19 hams, 26 shoulders, 9 pieces of side meat and one-half 
bushel of old fish.5 
 

The board of supervisors’ minutes also contain repeated 
references to changes or additions to the buildings at the 
poorhouse.  In March 1872 the minutes note, 
“Superintendent of the Poor . . . authorized to do whatever 
he may deem necessary towards the collection of the claim 
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of the Overseers of the Poor of this County against the 
United States Government for damages done to the Poor 
House property during the late War, by soldiers of the said 
Government.”  In November 1864 Union cavalry had 
conducted the Burning Raid in western Loudoun 
destroying barns, livestock and forage which might aid 
Mosby’s Confederate cavalry.  Apparently, the barn at the 
poorhouse farm was burned by the Union cavalry.  The 
June 1872 minutes direct, “Superintendent of the Poor be 
authorized to advertise for proposals for rebuilding the 
barn at the Poor House.”   
 

 

 
Fig. 1 The Democratic Mirror, June 26, 1872. 

The winning bid for rebuilding the barn was 
awarded to John M. Chamblin for the cost of 
$1,500.  The minutes of September 1872 
created, “A Committee to examine and pass 
upon the construction of a barn, corn-houses 
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and granary to be constructed on the Poor 
House Property 

The Board took the following action in April 1884, “on 
motion it is ordered that there be erected on the Poor 
House farm of this County new building for paupers 36 by 
40 feet to contain 12 rooms & basements & two stories to 
be determined by building committee.”  The July 1884 
minutes reported, “The contract for the erection of Poor 
House according to plans & specifications as here tofor 
advertised was awarded to J. F. Smith & C. W. Fry at the 
price of $2,800.” 
  

In October 1894 the Board directed, “The Superintendent 
was authorized to build a wash house on the premises at a 
cost not exceeding $40.00’”  Seven years later in October 
1901 the minutes state, “Ordered that F. E. Robey do have 
the ice house and smoke house at Almshouse repaired.”  
Another entry in the minute’s notes, “The barn and cattle 
sheds on the Poor House farm were destroyed by fire in 
August 27, 1906 caused by lightening.”  Finally, in June 
1928 the minutes include the following notation, “Harrison 
Monroe, who was appointed a Committee at the last 
meeting of this Board to receive estimates of the costs and 
additions contemplated to the Dwelling House on the Poor 
House Farm.” 
 

The Board of Supervisors usually held a meeting once a 
year at the Poorhouse to inspect the property.  In some 
years they would meet twice a year at the Poorhouse.  
One of the most complimentary reports was recorded on 
October 1894, “A cursory view of farm gave abundant 
proof of careful husbandry while a close inspection of 
quarters and surroundings showed a clean healthy 
condition of things.” 
 

References to inmates by name occasionally appear in the 
minutes.  The first reference noted was in May 1894 when 
B. G. Carter was “allowed to remain an inmate of the 
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Almshouse.”   Next in May 1905 the Board ordered, “that 
Amos Hunt a pauper of Lovettsville District be sent to the 
Poor House.”  In April 1916, the minutes named three 
inmates, Mabel Phillips, Mrs. Virginia Morris, and Henry 
Trammel.  Morris is being sent to the Epileptic and Feeble-
Minded Colony of Virginia.  Phillips and her infant child are 
also being considered for that institution, but the Board 
does not want to separate the child from her mother.  The 
minutes for May 1920 refer to three more inmates—Joseph 
Turley, James Clothier and Joseph Jackson.  In December 
1936, the minutes include an order that, “Dumpsie and 
Queenie Prim be removed to the Alms House.” 
 

Besides the specific references there are also some 
general directions of the Board within the minutes.  In April 
1918 the Board directed, “the Superintendent of the Poor 
of this County receive into his custody such persons as 
have been committed to the Probation Officer of this 
County, to be held by him temporarily until the said 
Probation Officer can make final disposition of such 
persons.”  In June 1924, the Board further ordered, “that 
this Board declines to receive at the Almshouse of this 
County any paupers from other counties.”  Finally, in April 
1946 the Board ordered, “unanimously that the eight 
indigents now at the Alms House be removed at once to 
the District Home at Manassas.”  Thus, ended the use of 
the Poorhouse farm to house the County’s poor. 
 

The Censuses which provide the name, race, gender, and 
age are also a valuable source of information on the 
inmates of the poorhouse.  Three inmates—Catherine, 
George, and Henson Noggle—appear to be siblings.  They 
are white and listed as idiots.  They are listed in 1850, 
1860 and 1870.  Based upon the 1870 Census, Catherine 
is 70, George is 65, and Henson is 60.  When they arrived 
at the poorhouse and when they left is unknown, but all 
three lived there for over twenty years.  Two elderly black 
women—Letty and Grace Buzzard—appear in the 1860 
Census.  They were not listed in the County’s death 
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register for 1853 through 1896, but they probably died at 
the poorhouse.  There are other inmates listed in the 
censuses over age 80 or 90 that may also have died at the 
poorhouse.  However, the only evidence located of a death 
at the Poorhouse was found with the board of supervisors’ 
minutes.  A note to J. H. Monroe, dated January 1915, 
requested him to bury a colored child of Emma Davis 
named Sallie.  The minutes for May 1892 directed that, “F. 
E. Robey be authorized to have erected a substantial 
pailing fence around the graveyard at Poor House.”  We 
know the location of the graveyard at the poorhouse.  
However, the graves are only marked with stones, leaving 
the names of those buried there unknown. 
 

 

Endnotes: 

 
1 Loudoun County Circuit Court deed book 12I, page 350. 
2 Loudoun County Circuit Court deed book 3E/106, 3E/108, 
3G/90, 3V/305 and 4H/287. 
3 United States Census, 1850-1940. 
4 Loudoun County, Virginia, Board of Supervisors minutes, 1870-
1946. 
5 Loudoun County, Virginia, Board of Supervisors minutes, April 
16, 1937. 


